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m ‘Livy’ and ‘Youth’ Married

L

“and Olivia Langdon is one of|
_the most beautiful love stories most interesting biographer and |

‘their lives and it lives on still was not Albert Bigelow Paine—|

«sorrow struck

"~ with memories

. Friends of Every Kind,

. paint—Mark

~ known editorial The Advertiser |inexcusa

S

PAGE SIX—B

At the request of many readers, The Sunday Teleqram]

‘today publishes an absiract of the address Monday by W.
*Charln Barber at the Mark Twain Festival, An Elmira news-
paperman for more than 30 years, Mr. Barber is regarded
by many as the city's foremost authority on Samuel L.
Clemens’ life in Elmira.

|has been privileged to print in

By W. Charles Barber 'the 101 years of its history.

We in Elmira walk in the long| Mark Twain was a most gre-
shadow of two remarkable men 8arious fellow and his friends,
destined by fate to live beyond|l!ike those any rare and enter-
the grave. They were strikingly taining person inevitably draws
different and yet they had a great|/to him, were of every kind. A
deal in common. ;i{rjzll]yman hauling stonei" from ;East

1ll; a newspaper worker or two;
be?:t:d “;;‘:f, nggu:tl;?wg‘hetm::tlf:; a troupe of billiard-playing eron-

became known and loved wher-| ¢ the town's greatest preach-

‘er; a voung woman who was an
ever | : :
men and women yearned t0|.yoellent listener — and how

lay down their cares for a few| -
blessed minutes and laugh at'Mark AWAIR joved an_ezcellent

: _ llent
their own frailties. learn an hun_}hstener! a dentist who didn't|

'seem to hear or to mind if he|
est and homely lesson and look|4iq hear the indelicate things

geep into a wonderful man’s yMark Twain said about dentistry
eart. )when the o

One man was saintly, educat- laid bare a nerve: the doctors

ed, fearless, a doer of good, alat the Gleason Health Resort: an
man of compassion, understand- elderly man who burst into hur-|

ing and sweetness. The other|ricanes of delighted laughter
was a genius blessed with in-|whenever Clemens walked up to

finite wit, self-educated, fearless,.'see him, while the elderly man’s||

|
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Id-time dental burr |

I
|

|
:
fr

a man with a short temper, a|wife, who obviously didn't know | g

master of invective, sometimes an immortal when she saw one,

profane, sometimes

earthy; a remained indoors and wondered| S

man also of compassion and un- how a man could get so much
derstanding capable of deep sen- |
timent and unbelievable goodness much to make her husband laugh|
—a mixture of kindness and|out of an anecdote which she

l
|

cussedness whose like I have didn't think was very nice. And| &=

smoke out of a cigar and so

........

SR

never met in real life or

for them.

of Fame. A statue of the other:
stands in Wisner Park. A grate-® | 2 th :
ful nation dedicated the bust.|lives. Susy said these cats

Grateful school children gather- ©d her father’s gray e
ed pennies and nickels to erect|8ray Suits and it's possible that
the statue. 'Clemens took cat hairs into con-

d through some of their nine|

ONE MAN was Thomas K.|'& |
Beecher. The other was his good| Through the years I have read|
friend Samuel Langhorne Clem- thousands of words by and about
ens—Mark Twain. It is in the|/Mark Twain and listened to many

latter’'s honor that we are as-|/thousands more. With some of

sembled here tonight and it is/the things I've heard I could
about him and something of his write a book which would de-
association with Elmira, his gifts, serve to hit the top of the fic-
his accomplishments, his virtues tion poll within a week. . . .
and his flaws that I would like| W, .8

to speak.
Elmira gave to Mark Twain| Susy Clemens Was DBest

the greatest force for good his| Biographer of Twain

adult years knew: Olivia Lang-| TO AVOID the pitfalls of these
don, the beloved “Livy” whose gverstatements I came to depend
frail body held a heart of bound-|heavily on Jervis Langdon whose
less goodness and love and whose death in 1952 robbed me of a
soft voice could ease his heart-|good and patient friend. He help-
aches and make itself heard|ed me to assay a great deal of
above the clamor of his anger|ore I dug up in prospecting
and drown it in a chuckle. Mark |for Mark Twain nuggets here-|
Twain, strange, wonderful, ter-|ahouts. Elmira is heavily in Jer-
ribly human and 10 years heriyjs Langdon's debt. He gave El-
‘senior was always “Youth” to|mira College the Mark Twain
“Livy." study and he had a plan for the

match-|

sideration in selecting his cloth- ?

in cats! Whenever I see a cat any-| @&
reading. Both were liberals and|where near East Hill I wonder?! &

both knew and loved young peo-iif I am in the presence of
ple and did their finest work |pardonably proud descendant of| &
one of the cats Mark Twain car-

in the Halllried about on his shoulders apd
S5 DUt of ohe is 'n the = loved and understood and guid- | &
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in a movie a few years ago— crack. The people of his day Tale.” At Canton, Pa., he work-
that Langdon showed Clemens a had not been anesthetized by|ed with Frank Mavo to drama-
'the bridge table, chilled by cold|tize “Pudd’nhead

miniature, of his delicate, sweet-
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faced sister. Clemens fell in love
that instant. He never fell out
of love,and the face was never

wars, impoverished by hot ones
'which engulf the world or se-
duced by the uneasy peace which
again out of his mind. He saw|follows either kind. They had
her first in New York in De-/yvet to win a continent. Theyf
cember, 1867, and wangled an in-|were ignorant of the sound of
vitation to Elmira. And that’s/the automobile horn or the fury|

in the long shadow of one of the |of the highway. They knew not
great personalities of all time. |the bedlam of the juke box nor|

Mother Fairbanks. Olivia the blare and babble which the
Understanding Critics

the Quaker City and of their
number Langdon and Mrs, Fair-

banks were the most influential.
Mrs, Fairbanks saw his rich tal-

ents and knew their worth for

v LLangdon property at Main and

Church Sts.—but this leads to
a subject which blood pressure
Here Feb. 2, 1870 makes it infeasible for me to|
THE STORY of Mark Twain discuss. |
In my belief Mark Twain's|

I know. It covered 34 years of suyrely the one dearest to himj
in all its charm and tenderness.|and I mean no disrespect to that

In Elmira were passed some gjfted and understanding man—
of the happiest days Mark Twain |hyt rather Susy Clemens, his ob-
ever knew—days of courtship and |servant and forthright daughter.
gaiety and high hopes before|Excerpts from her biography,
and bitterness|which makes up in candor what
jostled for a place within him. it lacks in grammatical perfec-

Here “Livy” and “Youth”|tion, appear often in Mark
were married on Feb. 2, 1870. |Twain’s autobiography. Mark

she was a writer and a good one.
iShe it was who spruced up his
appearance and moderated the

radio achieves so often to mar,

into the dim, expectant quiet of
today’s homes including Dbase-
ball's earnest evangels who shave
to show us the way, preach the
gospel of blade, razor and lather
with chime background and ex-
hort us to seek while yet there|

is time the sleek-jowled salva-/this doesn't constitute a substan-{Mark Twain, out for an after-

more spectacular torchlight pa-|
ra
could light up the ¢
miles around. She

him to restraint and he cult
vated the acquaintance to such|
effect that in deference to herJ;

papers which footéd the bill for|
his trip. It took something po-
tently persuasive to make Mark
Twain destroy his work. He was
just as jealous of his words as
any other person who puts them

Here was done some of the Twain was a hero to this little
finest work to flow from his|writer-daughter. If
industrious pen—some of the|compliment could be paid to
greatest and most durable writ-|Mark Twain, I don't know what
ing ever done in America. it would be. She didn't try to

Here he rested and reveled in|gloss him over, didn't try to
the company of his family. 'minimize his faults or magnify

Here youthful Rudyard Kipling his virtues. Neither did he. And
sought him out for an interview | peither shall I
so searching and so lively that .
it persuaded Mark Twain that]
between them he and Kipling Clemens Fell in Love
knew everything worth knowing.| With Olivia’s Picture

Here Mark Twain scattered| [T WAS A strange and gifted
watering troughs bearing the man who didn't realize he was
names of his children along the|; .elebrity on the threshold of

a greater Mother Fairbanks he called her

on paper. Mrs. Fairbanks —

—and a little later Olivia Lang-
‘don were the most understand-
*iing literary critics he ever had.

*

wonderful to hear—wonderful
and hilarious and highly inflam-
mable and searching and sear-
ing and ruinous to all but the
most case-hardened ears. It
would have been exactly what

its foam. |
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Elmira Could Stand
More Pride in Twalin

he spent many a summer work-|
ing in a study which still stands
and which we are free to enter.
Here three of his four children
were born. And here “Youth”

Mark Twain’s Golden Years in the Elmira of Yesterday

beautiful line Mark Twain ever

|C
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father and her husband, Osip
Gabrilowitsch, who was buried
at Mark Twain’'s feet, Francis R.

Elmira Free Academy was in-
:ipired to write these beautiful

SEPT. 19, 1954.

A granite shaft two fathoms

wrote. high—
s & @ Fitting mark ‘neath which to
e,
Francis R. Pqrker's Echoes of laughter, boyish
pranks,
Beautiful Epitaph Grief for loved omes too soon
IN 1938, at the time the shaft departed,
Ernfred Anderson designed was| Sorrow for the world’s deep
{dedicated at Woodlawn by Clara wrongs—

All these wnll linger round that
sacred spot,

Peace to thee, Great Master of
trony and wit,

Death hath no sting, the grove
no victory,

Thy valiant soul lives ever
our grateful memory,

lemens to the memory of her

arker the beloved principal of

nes:

you have a COLOR problem —
come fo the store that has the

AT QUARRY FARM—This photograph of Samuel L. Clemens and his faithful servant Louis is
in the permanent collections at E/lmira’s Steele Memorial Library,

‘here tonight is one of the finest
ever made. It shows Clemens at
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one of many

I F largest selection of COLORS.

We have over 2,000 paint
colors to match your fab-
rics, floor coverings, wall-
paper or house paint in

COLORIZER PAINTS

in all finishes.

Let us advise you on your painting problems and
we will be glad to recommend a reliable painter.

GORDON L. STONE

110-112 WEST CHURCH ST, PHONE 2-5285

“Elmira’s Color Center”

A ROBERTS-GORDON

about the age Crandall last saw
him and about the time Waid
took his memorable photograph.
'The head is widely known. A

IT WILL do us no harm—at Photograph of it appears in the
least no permanent harm—to be.fcurrent issue of a Swedish art
how we are privileged to walk|and the unimaginable idiocies come a little sentimental and aTDUbliCﬂtiﬁﬂ- Youngsters in Swe-|
lot more proud of Mark Twain’s den, by the ‘way, are brought up
connection with Elmira. Here he /on Mark Twain's books. They

FAMOUS FOR 5
EFFICIENCY &
and

+» Costs Less than
8  a New Complete
Gas Fired Unit

and “Livy” and three of their
four children are buried. If all

and confidante. The Clemenses
held her in deep affection. She
was a motherly soul whose arms
cradled the children and whose
heart was with them always. Katy
Leary was never a servant, She

did his courting. Here he mar.}know all about Tom and Hucki

its marvels. And they were jn_:ried an Elmira girl, Here did|and Jim and how a fence in
BUT HE MADE friends aboard [nocent of what can be brought some of his greatest work. Here |Hannibal, Mo., got whitewashed
one day.

tion of" sharpness. Neither had tial claim on Mark Twain and|noon’s walk and whatever mis-
des of his anger, parades which they heard the meuzzins whose one of which this community.'chief he could get into. |
ountrv for chant bids us several times a should be proud, indeed, I am!| Elmira is filled with Mark|
introduced |day to turn our faces toward most greatly in error and ask Twain anecdotes.. Not all have|
i./Milwaukee and give obeisance to forgiveness. 'the authenticity of Rose’s. I wish|
Katy Leary, mentioned before, I could play for you a record|
What Mark Twain would have came into the Clemens family|ing of what a man told me a 307 E. WATER ST.
‘offended taste he tore up at least said about all these monkeyshines |in Elmira and lived with its mem-|few years ago about Mark Twain’s|

one of his letters to the news-|and many more would have been |bers for many years as friend

he thought and he wouldn’t care

who didn’t like it. Humor, satire | Wonderful, too, was the Clemens|the Mark Twain bookshelf for

and horse sense would pervade
it. It would do us all good. And

They prepared him to win and
‘deserve the esteem of William
'Dean Howells and others whose
inames counted in the world of
letters. To them belongs credit
for much of his greatness as a
writer. Without them, and par-
ticularly without Olivia Langdon,
'his work would have suffered.
'They imparted taste and balance
‘and restraint to what he wrote

who hated culture and progress,

‘and try in other ways to impale

him+ on their critical pens.

Providence let him live in times
relatively uncomplicated, times
when his humor and philosophy
could find proper soil and take
root and bless the world. It let

him live in an age which under-

road leading to Quarry Farm, a enduring fame who came to El-|and cut and polished the dia-|stopod him rather well and gave
sentimental and richly humane p.i.. early in 1868 to court Olivia/mond which was his skill. It|him jts attention, laughed at his
act whose beneficiaries Thad O“IYILangdon. He was 32 vears old,|wWas a rnugh' jewel when thf‘)’isalliea, bought kis books, throng-
their eyes to express their thanks. ;1o author of the greatest travel started the job and they did|ed to his lectures, took much

And here on a shady knoll in|p. v aver written or ever likely their work so well that they|of his thinking to its heart, ad-
- didn’t ruin it. Some “experts’ |mi ‘ : ™
to be, a writer whose pen name p 'mired his gifts and forgave his

Woodlawn he lies beside “Livy’

and three of their four children:|y ¢ a Mississippi River term |Will tell you otherwise. Don’t be-|faults,

Langdon who died in infancy in|which meant two fathoms or safe
1872; Olivia Susan—Susy—who| water and a name which had won
died in 1892 and Jean Lampton gwift popularity across the Unit-
who passed on in 1908 two years o4 States. He was a lecturer
before her father and four years whose slow, soft speech and ex-
after her mother. The fourthiplosive wit made people every-

child, Clara Clemens Samossoud, \here eager to hear him and,| |
having heard him, eager to hear |among the greatest ever written the owners of these items will|in8 and handsome and loaded

is still alive.

I know no place more laden him again and again.
than this spot

lieve 'em.

The pages which fluttered to
the floor of the study Susan
Crane—his sister-in-law — built

for him at Quarry Farm, the

one which stands now on the
campus of Elmira College, were

l *«. & »
lI'h:»pev for Permanent
' Clemens Display

. ELMIRA abounds in memor-
ies of Mark Twain and with me-
mentoes, too. Some day, 1 hope,

was a member of the family.

family’s relationship with Pat-

fz_'igk McAleer, the coachman who
likely enough some would rise:JOIHG.d them at Buffalo and grew he said things. Take the little
in their critical wrath and call|old in their company. The af-|sermon about so living “that|iiié:

McAleer, George whose
Clemens praised so lavishly and
others was true and deep. Small
wonder they idolized the Clem-

enses,

Newspapermen Recall

Talking with Twain

I KNOW few pictures of Mark
Twain so fine as the one Roy
Waid, then of The Sunday Tele-
gram, snapped at Quarry Farm
around 1905, Roy walked up Wa-
tercure Hill burdened with a
camera half the size of an apart-
ment refrigerator and found
Clemens in his little octagonal
study. He posed readily and cas-
ually—Mark Twain loved to have
his picture taken--his wonder-
ful eyes quizzical and sharp, his
eyebrows bristling, his face strik-

in any language. He gathered | make them available for a per.|With character. Only a few prints

He was a buoyant, uninhibited {them up at the end of the day manent display so they can be 0! this picture exist. The nega-

in which rests a man who stood|man of remarkable charm, of |and read them to “Livy” for her|seen and savored by all our peo-/tives of it and others Roy took

lonely in his last years upon the |, edjum height with bushy brows, |firm, loving eriticism. Her touch ple, I hope that we

stage of the world’s adulation, drooping mustache and an abund-
the place where Mark Twain laid ;.0 of untamed wavy, reddish
his heart six years before his| hair which grew more striking
body went to join it. as the years turned it to gray
-4 1 and then to white. He had gray
eyves which could be icy and
needle sharp one instant and
Especially Feline glow with warmth and fun the

IN MY MIND is a composite next. He had the strong, purpose-

lis absent from the autobiogra-
phy, for she had gone when he
put much of it together., But
surely her spirit was beside him
when he wrote about Jean's
death.

The world has paid substan-
tially upon the debt it owes
Mark Twain. Shy, retiring Olivia

will dwell
upon the goodness which was
'the real Mark Twain. It was a
goodness which Helen Keller
could feel through a leather
‘glove. She could neither see nor
hear Mark Twain but she knew
more about him than many who
hoth saw and heard him. I don’t
mean that we should glamorize

‘that day were lost in The Tele-
‘gram fire of 1913,

' Matt Richardson and Tom
Wrigley talked often to me about
Mark Twain, Three men still on
Elmira newspapers
him well. Frank Tripp has a
letter written in 1907 from New
York accepting an honorary
'membership In the Elmira Press

pleture of Mark Twain which|ful "hands which mark creative |Langdon went largely unreward- Mark Twain or twitter over him,|Club. He met the humorist for

many sources have helped mr;m:-*n and a slep “‘L‘ﬁcmff' hi"if‘fl'f‘x“‘r" in the one quaftCriSimply tell the truth. The trut
I'wain the unfor-|Kipling as light as a girl’s. A|which had meaning for her. That,|is wonderful where he is con.|interview
it seems needless to say, was cerned, Let's in heaven's name |SPecialize in. Mark Twain w

Mark Twain himself, the man quit trying to figure out ways funny for nothing, Tripp found
she loved and called “Youth,” |ty disconnect Elmira and Mark{When he was sent up to

gettable man who wrote in ajlpok or a word from him could
quaint little octagonal study ov-|be convulsingly funny. Obvious-
erlooking Elmira, who used tﬁ]v he was a man who was going
hang out in The Advertiser of-|places. The trick was to figure
fice, plays billiards at the Rath- oyt where those places were.
bun and various clubs, walk ! Mark Twain didn't know

about town, ride in the Lang-| Youthful Charlie Langdon of
don carriage and sometimes in a Elmira had become acquainted
dray, speak to local groups, take with him in 1867 aboard th
part in local affairs and spend Quaker City, the first tourist ship
hours with friends whose pin<and one to win fame hecatgse
jons were strong cnough to keep Mark Twain was aboard. Despite
up with his flights, these friends the disparity of their ages—
including the aforementioned |Langdon was a dozen
Beecher. It was in Beecher's de- younger than Mark Twain—their
fense that he wrote for The packground and nearly every-
Advertiser a wrathful paragraphthing else, they became close
signed “S’cat” when Beecher was {riends. It was while the Quaker
dismissed from the ministerial|City lay in the beaptlful Bay of
soclety. I look wupon it as the Smyrna--and not In the cabin

greatest and certainly the best|/of a Mississippi steamboat, an
ble yarn given currency

the \

h

'the kind of fruitless newspaper |
i Mark Twain used to
nsn‘t,’

““see”

the strong-willed, impetuous, un-|Twain. The record is clear. The Mark Twain on his newspaper’s

conventional man who worship-
ped her and kept her image al
ways In his mind and in his

‘heart.

|

‘A Mark Twain Today

i

| Would Do Us All Good
| THE TIME in

writer's genius and lecturer’s gift,

His was a leisurely, unmphisti.fcludes “Roughing It,” "“Adven-

cated day while our is a day of
nagging concerns and uncertain
ties and laughter often foreed

and too loud to be genuine. His Prince and the Pauper,” “Con.

was a day of humor, ours the
l

which Mark
years |Twain lived was right for his/read or reread some of these

day of the quickly-forgotten wise-!

‘displays of pictures this festiv
‘has brought out into the open
‘and the work the world knows

—S8hould be our proud heritage. |

. Let's talk more about the books
‘written all or in part in Elmira
,over the more than 30 years be-
tween 1871 and 1903. Let's even
'wonderful books. This list in.
'tures of Tom Sawyer,” “Colonel
‘Mulberry Sellers,” “The Adven.
‘tures of Huckleberry Finn,” “The
Yankee in King Ar-
Court,"

‘necticut
thur's

a good look-—and then walked

on to his carriage. George Cran-|
he did here—if some of us don’t/dall met him a few times, the

'last when Clemens was here in
connection with the Beecher me-

11010,

Ed Rose's Story
And Other Anecdoles

made in 1934 by Ernfred Ander-

|

S. Edward Rose tells the story
of an exuberant fellow who

helped him drop apples into the

stack of a switch engine from
Washington Ave. bridge. It was

falling out of a wagon at the
Langdon home. It would break up
this meeting. That would be a
shame but it would be worth it

and you would thank me when ||
you quit laughing a month or so [Sf s

from now.

There are rich discoveries on!®:

--------------

him a cross-grained old meanie|fection they showed Katy Leary,\when we die even the undertak- |G
gifts er will be sorry.” Or his belief

right and that if they did, they'd

“gratify some of their friends @ %

and astonish the rest.”

gratified and astonished as well,
I imagine, when they heard Mark
Twain ask a blessing at table.
He did it for “Livy,” of course.
There was nothing he wouldn't
do for her, If grace before meals
and family prayer were her
wishes Mark Twain complied

readily and with the best that g ™5=*

was in him. And that best would
have been beautiful to hear and
capable, I believe, of traveling
beyond the ceiling to the place
where that which comes from
the heart is heard by Him who
knoweth all men’'s hearts.

The greatest thing in Mark
Twain's life was his love of
'Olivia Langdon. His life was
bleak and empty after her death|

remember

a1 behalf. Mark Twain let him take §

'morial pipe organ at The Parkf
Church. J. Peter Hanrahan cov-
‘ered Mark Twain’s funeral on
that dismal late April day in

and “A Dog'sson and by him made available'

'in Florence, Italy, in 1904. In his
‘Buffalo days he had written)
“Adam’s Diary,” a rollicking and

fanciful thing. After Mrs. Clem-

ens died he wrote a sequel—
“Eve’s Diary”—and it was a ten-
der and beautiful tribute which

: i
those who will get beneath the s
humor and the irony with which |G

aw
& ¥
s
"

s

that people should always do|éiih

BAEFRs R s anran el
r-ll-i-ll‘i'l-l--||,i....|-
SREERR NS h . s R
JITLI YL

He practiced what he preach- i
ed. Some of his friends were/
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See any paint color made
automatically in seconds

on the fabulous new

COLOR CAROUSEL
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CRUSADE & SMITH

welled from his grief. It closed
with this requiem: “Wheresoever
she was, there was Eden.” |

Many regard it as the most

|

216 Baldwin St. Phone 3-66%1

We'll Be Glad to Recommend a
Competent Painter

ol

| |

812 W. GRAY

CANVAS ...
Your SMARTEST
Awning Buy

CALL US
PHONE 3-9877

[ W. N. KNAPP

THE HEAD of Mark Twain|

ELMIRA
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